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ance are to be introduced. The first of these is 
the Trade Disputes and Trade Unions (Amended) 
Bill, designed to legalize the sympathetic strike— 
so long as it is not directed against the govern- 
ment—and the accumulation of strike funds by 
levies on union membership. The second bill is 
an electoral reform measure giving effect to a 
system of alternative voting which presumes the 
existence of three parties, and under which each 
voter would indicate his order of preference for 
all the candidates on his ballot. If any nominee 
received a majority vote, he would be elected, but 
if no one had a majority, the preferences would 
be added to make one. A third measure of im- 
portance is the education bill, now in committee, 
which raises the school age from 14 to 15 and 
provides for maintenance grants to aid the 
parents of poor children. 


While Labour faces serious opposition on all 


a) 

veaicved that al 

the Liberals by which Liberal proteins ‘will be 
given to the trade disputes and _ education 
measures in return for Labour’s introduction of 
electoral reform legislation. Lloyd George, leader 
of the Liberals, has denied emphatically that any 
deal with Labour has been made. Nevertheless, 
the proposed system of alternative voting offers 
the Liberals the only immediate hope of ending 
what they regard as their present unfair position 
in the House of Commons, arising out of the 
present system of election by plurality. Despite 
a popular vote of 5,300,000 in the May 1929 gen- 
‘ral election, they hold only 59 seats, while Labour 
has 287 seats, with a vote of 8,360,000. Assum- 
ing unyielding opposition from the House of 


Lords, two and a half years must elapse before 


he electoral reform measure can become law. 
Labour may thus continue in office for a consider- 
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Internally the chief problem with which Labour 
has had to grapple has been unemployment, and 
it is on this issue that it would seem most prob- 
able that the government might be defeated. The 
Labour party came in pledged to an immediate 
program of public works designed to cut materi- 
ally the 1,100,125 unemployed as of the beginning 
of June 1929. Although expenditures of £135,- 
000,000 have been authorized for public works 
since then, on January 12, 1931 unemployment 
stood at 2,636,168—an increase of over a million 
and a half since Labour assumed office. While it 
is recognized that Labour has been confronted 
by a serious and unusual condition due to the 
world-wide economic depression, dissatisfaction is 
nevertheless acute. Labour itself has suffered the 
disaffection of Sir Oswald Mosley, who resigned 
his Cabinet post as Chancellor of the Duchy of 


Lancaster in May 1930 over this issue. Mosley 
” 6 (>). headed a 
our’s ranks who 


lare a rgency Cabinc. Ol five, ww ve 
drawn from all ‘pasties for the government of 


England “in the present crisis.” 


Meanwhile Labour disputes have been chronic 
during the life of the present government. A 
lock-out of 250,000 cotton weavers in the Lan- 
cashire district started on January 17 in a dis- 
pute over the rationalization plan of the employ- 
ers by which it was proposed, in many cases, to 
double the number of looms tended by each 
weaver. If this dispute is long drawn-out, an 
equal number of spinners will shortly be thrown 
out of work. Just as the cotton lock-out began, 
the government succeeded in ending a combined 
strike and lock-out in the Welsh coal fields,-which 
had thrown 140,000 men out of work’ since New 
Year’s day. A conflict in the rail industry now 
seems imminent; the National Wage Board com- 


menced meetings on January 20 to discuss pro- 
posed reductions in the pay of railway employees. 

The Conservatives have adopted a policy of 
tariff protection and imperial preferences as the 
solution for the industrial slump and for unem- 
ployment. For a time the party seemed likely 
also to accept a tariff on foodstuffs, as urged by 
Lord Beaverbrook’s “Empire Crusade” program, 
but when Baldwin refused to accept such a tax 
without a national referendum Beaverbrook 
called for his resignation. A party conference 
on October 30, 1930 confirmed Baldwin as its 
chief, however, but the next day a candidate spon- 
sored by Beaverbrook’s “United Empire Party” 
defeated the regular Conservative nominee in a 
parliamentary by-election. 

The Liberals, for their part, have reaffirmed 

ty On this issue 

rt so long as it, 

rey ‘er may be the 

immediate cause of the next genera! election in 

England, it is certain that the tariff issue will be 
paramount. 

Meanwhile, a swing toward the Conservative 
party has been apparent. While the Conserva- 
tives have gained only one seat in the seventeen 
parliamentary by-elections since May 1929, their 
vote in all these elections has shown increases 
over 1929 at the expense of both Labour and the 
Liberals; and in the municipal elections on No- 
vember 1, 1930 the Conservatives made a net 
gain of 112 offices, while Labour lost 84 and the 
Liberals eight. Under these circumstances it is 
readily understandable that neither Labour nor 
the Liberals desire an early appeal to the country. 


WILBUR LAURENT WILLIAMS 


Fish Wars on the Reds 

On January 17 the Fish committee submitted 
to the House of Representatives a voluminous 
report, the fruit of eight months devoted to in- 

sshgation of Communist activities from the 
stlantie seaboard to the Pacific coast, in which 
it offered fourteen recommendations for legisla- 
tion to combat Communism. The report states 
that 500,000 to 600,000 Communists and active 
sympathizers, of whom 12,000 pay dues as mem- 
bers of the party, are working under the direction 
of Moscow for the overthrow of the American 
political and economic systems and the uprooting 
of established religions. Despite this organiza- 
tion, the report declares that Communism has 
failed to entrench itself in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and in most public schools, is neg- 
ligible in colleges and universities, has met with 
slight success among the Negroes, and has made 
little headway in the army and navy. Testimony 
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adduced at hearings held by the committee ha: 
failed to establish the genuineness of the so-calle( 
“Whalen documents,” 
of the Amtorg Trading Corporation with sub- 
versive activities in the United States. The report 
charges, nevertheless, that the Soviet government) 
is dumping lumber, pulpwood, manganese and) 
other goods mined or manufactured by convict! 
labor to disorganize the American market. 


To remedy this situation, the committee recom- 
mends that Congress take immediate steps to 
outlaw the Communist party in the United 
States by canceling the citizenship of its mem- 
bers, deporting all alien Communists, preventing 
further naturalization of Communists, and bar. 
ring Communist publications from the mails. It 
further suggests that the Treasury Duper aa 
request permission thro 
(presumably from the soviet sovern 
vestigate the use of ores bor it 
the production of goods exported to the United 
States. Finally, it recommends that Congress 
give immediate consideration to a complete em- 
bargo on Soviet manganese.* 

The drastic purge proposed by the Fish com- 
mittee appears to be out of all proportion to its” 
own diagnosis of the disease. A political group” 
which, after eleven years of existence and in a 
period of acute economic depression, can boast 
only 12,000 regularly enrolled members (a decline 
from the number estimated in 1924 at 17,377)” 
can hardly be regarded as a menace in a country 
with a population of over one hundred and twenty” 
million. The adoption of the recommendation ~ 
made by the committee would result in a curtail 
ment of individual liberty which is repugnant t” 
the spirit of American institutions. Such a policy 
would not only have the effect of winning sym 
pathy for the American Communist party i 
Moscow, where it is now regarded with con’ 
but would give official sanction to unbridled wc 
hunting. It is against such hysteria, unwarrant: 
by the facts, that Representative Nelson warn 
the country in his minority report. The solutio 
of the present crisis in American industry, 
believes, should be achieved by a social reorgan! 
zation which would assure labor a full share if 
the economic life of the country. In his opinio | 
the common sense of the American worker con) 
stitutes the best safeguard against both Fascis 


and Communism. VERA MICHELES DEAN 


Reparation Reviewed, by Sir Andrew McFadyean. Lo 
don, Ernest Benn, Ltd., 1930. 8/6. 
An excellent discussion. 


*cCf. V. M. Dean, “Foreign Trade Policy of the Soviet Government _ 
F. P. A. Information Service, Vol. VI, No. 20, December 10, 1930. 
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